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Contact: Rebecca Burns, Health Officer 

517-279-9561 ext. 148 
Yvonne Atwood, Director of Personal Health & Disease Prevention 

517-279-9561 ext. 143 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Walk-In Vaccine Clinic in response to Potential Measles Exposure in St. Joseph County, MI 
 

Coldwater, MI – The Branch Hillsdale St Joseph Community Health Agency (BHSJCHA) is 

accepting appointment and walk-ins for the MMR vaccine in the Three Rivers Office during normal  

business hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. located at 1110 Hill St., Three Rivers to provide individuals and  

families who may have been exposed to measles and are either unvaccinated or unsure about their  

vaccine status with an opportunity to receive the MMR vaccine.  

 

The BHSJCHA with support from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS), is currently investigating the potential exposure to measles in the Sturgis area. As 
reported by the Indiana State Department of Health a confirmed a case of measles, unrelated 
to the current outbreak in Oakland and Wayne Counties, was considered contagious at the 
time that person was in Sturgis. Individuals who visited these locations March 31, 2019 may 
have been exposed and are urged to watch for signs of measles and to seek the measles 
vaccine if they are unvaccinated: 
 

 Holy Angels Catholic Church – 402 S. Nottawa St., Sturgis, MI 49091 

 San Miguel Grocery – 211 Jacob St., Sturgis, MI 49091 

 Walmart Supercenter – 1500 S. Centerville Road, Sturgis, MI 49091 
 
 

Measles is a very contagious disease that can have lifelong health complications. Measles is 
spread through the air when an infected person breathers, coughs or sneezes. The virus can 
live for up to two hours in the air. Measles is so contagious that if one person has it, up to 90% 
of the people close to that person will also get the disease unless they are vaccinated or 
immune. A person who has had the disease in the past, has been vaccinated, or who was 
born before 1957 is considered to be immune. 
 

Symptoms of the measles usually appear 10-12 days after exposure but can appear up to 21 
days after exposure. Early symptoms of the measles include fever, rash, cough, runny nose, 
and watery eyes. Rash and fever are the defining symptoms of measles and usually occur 



four days following the early symptoms. The rash generally starts on the face and proceeds 
down the body and can persist for several days. Infected individuals are contagious from four 
days before the rash appears until four to five days after it becomes visible. 
 

People who are at highest risk for severe illness include: 
 

 Infants and children younger than 5 years 

 Adults 20 years or over 

 Pregnant women 

 People with compromised immune systems 
 
 

If symptoms develop, residents are urged to call their doctor or emergency room before 
 

arriving so they can take precautions to prevent exposure to other individuals. 
 
 

“The best way for a person to protect themselves against measles is by getting the MMR 
vaccine,” says Yvonne Atwood, Director of Personal Health & Disease Prevention. The MMR 
vaccine which prevents measles, mumps, and rubella is about 97% effective for those who 
have had both doses of the vaccine. 
 

The MMR vaccine requires two doses. The first should be given to children between 12 and 
15 months of age with a second dose given between ages 4 and 6 years. Infants 6-11 months 
old who will be traveling internationally are recommended to receive a dose of MMR prior to 
travel. Even without a second dose the first vaccine is about 93% effective. 
 
For more information about measles, visit CDC.gov/measles. For more information about 
Michigan’s current measles outbreak, visit Michigan.gov/MeaslesOutbreak; please do not 
hesitate to contact BHSJCHA at 517-279-9561 ext. 143 or call MDHHS Communicable 
Disease Division at 517-335-8165. 
 

To learn about what the Branch-Hillsdale-St. Joseph Community Health Agency has to offer 
you and your family, see our new website at www.bhsj.org and follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/bhsjwic. 

 

Branch County 
570 N. Marshall Rd. 
Coldwater, MI 49036 
(517) 279-9561 

Hillsdale County 
20 Care Drive 
Hillsdale, MI 49242 
(517) 437-7395 

Three Rivers 
1110 Hill St. 
Three Rivers, MI 49093 
(269) 273-2161 

Sturgis Office 
1555 E. Chicago Rd. 
Sturgis, MI 49091 
(269) 273-2161 
Wednesday & Thursday 
Only 
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